Answers to Frequently Asked Questions about Citations in Essays

1. Citation, page references, footnotes.  Put all quoted material in quotation marks and provide a full citation in a footnote.  A citation should include: a) author, b) title, c) publisher, d) date of publication, e) pages cited:

   Ralph Ellison. Invisible Man. (Vintage Books, 1972), p. 3.

If you cite more than one passage from the same text (usually this is the text under discussion), only footnote the first quotation.  The author’s name and subsequent page references can be made in parentheses right after the quotation:

“I am an invisible man” (Ellison 3).

    Footnotes may be placed either at the bottom of the page in which the quotation occurs or together with the others at the end of the essay (called “endnotes”).

    Quotations from poems do not need page references.  Instead you should cite the line numbers: such as, (ll. 28-32).  Poetic quotations are usually set off from the body of the text and arranged in the form in which they are found:

Shall I compare thee to a summer’s day?

Thou art more lovely and more temperate:

Rough winds do shake the darling buds of May;

And summer’s lease hath all too short a date.  (ll. 1-4)

Note that no quotation marks are needed when the quotation is set off like this.  If you have a short passage of two, or at most three, lines that you wish to keep within the text, format them this way:  “Shall I compare thee to a summer’s day?/ Thou art more lovely and more temperate” (ll. 1-2).

    Prose quotations are usually kept within the text.  On those rare occasions when your prose quotation exceeds five sentences, drop the quotation marks and set the whole quotation off from your text by single-spacing and a wider left-hand margin (usually 10 spaces).

    Not citing a passage is considered plagiarism and could lead to academic discipline.

2.  Citing titles.  Titles of books or any entitles issued separately (like novels or films) are underlined.  Titles of pieces found in books (like short stories or most poems and essays) are put in quotation marks.

3.  Bibliography.  For each book the order is as follows: author (last, first, middle); title; place of publication; publication; date.  No pages needed.

    Ellison, Ralph.  Invisible Man.  New York: Vintage Books Inc. 1970.

    For articles the order is as follows: author (last, first, middle); title of article (in quotation marks); reference book; editor (if there is one); place of publication; publication; date; pages of article.

Leopold, Aldo.  “Toward a Land Ethics,” from The Environmental Predicament: Four 

   Issues for Critical Analysis, ed. Carol J. Verberg. Boston: Bedford Books/ St. Martin’s 

   Press, 1995. pp. 4-12.

    For poems that are from a collection of various poets, the order is as follows: author (last, first, middle); title of poem (in quotation marks); reference book; editor; place of publication; publication; date; pages of poem.

Wordsworth, William.  “The Ruined Cottage,” from The Norton Anthology of English  

     Literature, 6th edition, Volume 2, ed. M. H. Abrams. New York and London: W. W. 

     Norton and Company, 1996.

Any other questions consult me or the following books:

     Strunk and White. The Elements of Style, 3rd. edition (Macmillan)

     William Zinsser.  On Writing Well.  (Harper, 1985).

    Precise methods and rules of citation are always encouraged.  At the very least, make sure to credit every thought or idea that is borrowed from a published work even if you can’t remember the accurate information or lack the time to do a thorough research.  It is also very important not to quote too often, to the extent where your paper is filled with more quotations than your own opinions.  Your ideas are what interest me.  

