
Synthesis	  Exercise	  
	  

What	  is	  it/and	  why	  do	  it?	  
	  
Synthesis involves combining two or more points from sources together. This combining 
must be done in a meaningful way and the final result must be in support of a claim/thesis 
you are attempting to prove.  In composition courses, synthesis commonly refers to 
writing about texts in a way that draws together particular themes, claims, ideas, traits, 
etc. that you observe in those texts and organizing the material from each text according 
to those themes or traits in order to show where there is consensus about a topic, as well 
as places where there might be disagreement.  
	  
	  
Key	  Features	  of	  synthesis:	  

Ø accurately reports information from the sources using different phrases and 
sentences (as in, try and mostly paraphrase here, with minimal quoting); 

Ø is organized in such a way that readers can immediately see where the 
information from the sources overlap; 

Ø makes sense of the sources and helps the reader understand them in greater depth. 
 
For this exercise, you will practice synthesizing the articles you are going to work 
with/are thinking about working with for your upcoming essay. Remember that this is 
pre-writing for the essay and if the work you produce here is fruitful, it can make its way 
into your essay (and make your life a little bit easier). 
 
 

1. Background/Context	  Synthesis:	  The background synthesis requires that you 
bring background information from several sources on a topic together and 
organize it by topic/idea/claims rather than by source.	  
	  
Write	  abut	  the	  background	  of	  the	  topic	  for	  this	  essay	  (narrowed	  down	  to	  fit	  
your	  TAKE	  on	  the	  topic!	  Think	  about	  the	  essay	  you	  are	  thinking	  about	  
writing	  here)	  using	  at	  least	  TWO	  but	  preferably	  three	  of	  the	  sources	  from	  
this	  unit/block.	  What	  does	  a	  reader	  need	  to	  know	  about	  the	  background	  of	  
this	  topic	  in	  order	  to	  have	  context	  for	  the	  analysis	  that	  is	  to	  come?	  
	  

2. Convergent	  Synthesis:	  This	  synthesis	  requires	  that	  you	  find	  the	  ways	  in	  
which	  your	  sources	  are	  expressing	  similar	  claims,	  viewpoints,	  
interpretations,	  etc.,	  on	  the	  same	  or	  similar	  topics.	  It	  helps	  to	  establish	  a	  level	  
on	  consensus	  on	  the	  topic,	  and	  can	  strengthen	  your	  credibility	  as	  a	  
researcher.	  	  
	  
Write	  a	  convergent	  synthesis	  for	  this	  essay.	  Find	  a	  place	  where	  the	  sources	  
seems	  to	  be	  in	  agreement	  about	  a	  particular	  angle,	  aspect,	  point	  via	  the	  topic	  
(and	  again,	  think	  here	  about	  what	  you	  are	  narrowing	  down	  towards	  for	  your	  



essay!)	  and	  use	  your	  paraphrasing	  skills	  to	  highlight	  how	  these	  different	  
articles	  are	  talking	  about	  similar	  phenomena	  /	  notions	  in	  their	  texts.	  	  
	  

3. Divergent	  Synthesis:	  The	  sources	  will	  not/do	  not	  always	  agree,	  and	  the	  
divergent	  synthesis	  helps	  to	  make	  sense	  of	  that.	  This	  is	  also	  where	  you	  can	  
“make	  space”	  for	  your	  own	  analytical	  take	  on	  the	  topic,	  because	  it	  is	  here	  that	  
you	  can	  point	  out	  weak	  spots	  or	  gaps	  in	  the	  research/arguments	  about	  the	  
topic.	  	  

	  
Write	  a	  divergent	  synthesis	  for	  this	  essay.	  Find	  a	  particular	  point	  in	  the	  
“conversation”	  about	  this	  topic	  where	  all	  the	  voices	  of	  the	  room	  seem	  to	  be	  at	  
odds	  and	  try	  to	  highlight	  why	  that	  might	  be	  the	  case.	  Look	  for	  the	  gap,	  the	  
weak	  spot,	  or	  the	  reason	  for	  this	  lack	  of	  consensus.	  	  

	  
Each	  of	  these	  should	  contain	  in	  text	  citations,	  but	  you	  do	  not	  need	  a	  works	  cited	  for	  
this	  exercise.	  Do	  your	  best	  and	  remember	  that	  this	  can	  make	  its	  way	  directly	  into	  
your	  essay	  if	  you	  find	  it	  to	  be	  appropriate	  and	  useful	  to	  the	  analysis	  you	  will	  make.	  If	  
you	  are	  still	  unclear	  on	  synthesis,	  (re)read	  the	  synthesis	  lecture	  in	  the	  module,	  and	  
look	  at	  the	  handout	  in	  the	  helpful	  handouts	  section.	  
	  

	  


